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Upcoming Events

November 2015

1 – Daylight Saving Time Ends

2/3 –Teacher Workdays/Student Holidays

4-6 – Sweets for Soldiers Collection

5 - Impact Aid Surveys Sent Home

5 – Fall Picture Make-Up Day

6 – Original Works Orders Due

6 – Impact Aid Surveys Due

9 – SCA Meeting, 1:50 pm

9-20 – Loudoun Shelter Care Package 

Collection

10 – PTA Meeting, 7:00 pm

11 – Veterans Day Assembly, 8:45 am

11 – Report Cards Sent Home

12 – Future Educators of America Visit

13 – Reflections Art Show, 6:00 pm

16-20 – American Education Week

19 – Jamestown/Yorktown School Visit for 2nd

Graders

20 – International Night, 6:00 pm

23 – Care Packaging Night Event, 6:30 pm

25 - 27 – Thanksgiving Holiday

30 – WordMaster’s Test #1, 8:15 am

30 – SCA Meeting, 1:50 pm

See On-Line Calendar for Additional

Activity Dates and Times

Dear Parents and Students,

Thank you for helping to make our PTA Spooktacular Event a 

tremendous success.  Your hard work and participation led to a 

wonderful evening for our students and families.  I would also like to 

thank our volunteers for their hard work, which was instrumental in 

making this event possible.

American Education Week will be held from Monday, November 16th

through Friday, November 20th.  I am very appreciative of the Leesburg 

community who continues to support Sycolin Creek Elementary School.  

Through their creative efforts, your children and our students remain 

actively engaged in the educational process each day.  

The administration, teachers, and staff of Sycolin Creek cordially invite 

you to participate in the various activities planned during AEW.  Please 

see the attached schedule, which details the events planned to 

showcase the creativity and ingenuity of our students and school 

community.  Also, please expect to receive specific classroom schedules 

and lunch times for your child’s respective grade level.  

We are looking forward to seeing you in November!

Sincerely,  

Derek Racino, Principal                      

If due to a disability, you need assistance to enable you to participate meaningfully in any activity at 

Sycolin Creek Elementary, please contact Derek Racino at 571-252-2910, 

at least five working days prior to the event.

Principal’s Corner

THE
21100 Evergreen Mills Road 

Leesburg, Virginia 20175

571.252.2910

Home of the

Salamanders

Attendance Reminder

One of the most important things your child can do to achieve academic success 

is also one of the most basic: going to school every day. In fact, research has 

shown that your child’s attendance record may be the biggest factor influencing  

his/her academic success.

Better late than never. As a parent, I am certainly aware that some appointments 

need to occur during the school day. When this happens, please have your child 

attend school before or after the appointment. This will not count as a day absent.



Congratulations P.E. Star Students for the month of October:

5th Grade – Alayna Johnson & Colin Monroe 

4th Grade – Paige Knox & Myles Mercer 

3rd Grade – Emily Pyle & Gavin Patrick 

2nd Grade – Lilly Johnson & Jacob Miller 

1st Grade - Delainey Duggan & Arsalaan Abideen

School begins at 7:50 a.m.  

Teachers are not required to 

arrive until 7:30 a.m. We 

request that you not drop 

children off before 7:35 a.m.  

At that time, students may 

go to their classrooms. 

Student Arrival Time

1st Grade – Miss Bowns

2nd Grade – Mrs. Reynolds

3rd Grade – Mrs. Peak

4th Grade – Mrs. Forrester

5th Grade – Mrs. Kenny

Art Stars for the Month of October

Sports Shorts!! P.E. Highlights

The Star Salamander Classes for the month of October are

Mrs. Dillon's 5th grade and Mrs. Bowman's 4th grade classes. 

Congratulations!

We are approaching the time of the year 

when families may take an extended 

vacation.  While a teacher may suggest 

reading activities or journal writing to 

“document” special experiences, 

teachers do not give lesson plans or 

work ahead of time.  Students may be 

expected to make up work missed upon 

their return.  If a child misses school due 

to an illness, teachers will send work 

home and assist parents in keeping a 

child from falling behind.

Extended Vacations

Report cards will be coming home on November 11th.  Included in 

the report cards will be an Emergency Dismissal Form.  Parents 

completed this form with first day packet information.  Many 

changes in phone numbers and emergency contacts have occurred 

since the beginning of the school year.  As we approach the time of 

the year when school hours might be affected – opening late or 

closing early – we are asking you to fill out an updated form – even 

if there are no changes.  Please return the form to the teacher with 

the report card envelope.

Student Dismissal Forms

MSAAC Committee Information

MSAAC, The Minority Student 

Achievement Advisory Committee works 

in partnership with Loudoun County 

Public Schools staff, parents, and 

community to further academic, social, 

and cultural development of every 

student and to ensure that the needs of 

all minority students are met.  The group 

meets at the LCPS Admin. Building on 

the third Wednesday of each month at 

7:15 p.m. All meetings are open to the 

public.  

The Reading Nook

November’s Reading Tip of 

the Month

Make Books Special!  Turn reading into 

something special… take your children 

to the library and help them get their 

own library card.  Then set aside a 

special time to read the library books.  

Remember the library also offers 

special reading programs that you may 

wish to take your children to.

Congratulations 

and keep up the 

hard work in Art!

Ms. Bennett & Ms. 

Wade

Book Fair Update

Thank you to all the parent volunteers who signed up and helped at 

our Fall Book Fair.

Suchita Gupta Heather Murgida Kelly McGinn

Lisa Scott                     Donja Mercer                    Melissa Allard

Liz Nimtz                      Kristin Rodriguez              Marty Carpenter

Suzanne Serway          MK Haddad                      Diane Elmore

Kelly Nighland              Shannon Robinson           Ana Morrad

Liberty Le Pore             Amy Casciano                  Karen Sroka

We would also like to thank all the families and staff who supported 

the book fair and helped to make it a great success!

Cafeteria News

In November, the cafeteria will begin serving sun-butter jelly 

sandwiches.

During American Education Week, Mr. Racino and Mrs. Textoris 

will help serve lunch to the students and our special guests. As 

always, parents and family members are welcome to join their 

children for lunch during this week.

Also, if you have been collecting ice cream tokens, please 

remember to use them. 



Music News

In October, we worked on songs for Veterans Day, which will be celebrated on November 11th at our school.  

Thank you for sending in pictures, artwork and poetry as well as inviting your veterans to attend.  We sang a 

variety of songs and listened to music from the Romantic Period.  Fourth and fifth graders studied sixteenth 

note rhythms and sang in canon, while third graders focused on singing ostinato patterns and reading rhythms.  

First and second graders have been singing and reading rhythms using quarter notes, quarter rests and eighth 

notes.  Chorus has been busy preparing for Veterans Day and our first concert in December.  In November, 

fifth graders will continue using their recorders and reviewing word-wall words.  Fourth graders will be focusing 

on time signatures and singing in tune.  Third graders will be focusing on rhythms and singing in tune.  Third 

through fifth graders will also be reviewing major and minor.  First and second graders will be focusing on 

rhythms and singing in tune.  Third grade will be featured along with many of our students in videos at the 

International Night on November 20th, as they perform music from around the world.

On October 29th, Ms. Johnson, our student teacher, moved to a middle school in Winchester, VA, where she 

will finish her music teaching degree from Shenandoah University.  We wish her well at her new school!

Our Rock Star Music Classes for October are:

1st Grade – Mrs. Jordan; 2nd Grade – Mrs. Kulak; 3rd Grade – Mr. Chianese; 

4th Grade – Mrs. Davis; and 5th Grade – Mrs. Glancey 

Congratulations to these classes for showing Rock Star behavior in the month of October!

On Thursday, November 5th, students will bring home a pink Pupil-Parent Survey form.  The purpose of this 

form is to assure that Loudoun County will receive all permissible Federal Impact Aid Funds.  Loudoun is 

eligible to receive Impact Aid Funds (titled Public Law 81-874) if either parent (or guardian) is on active duty in 

the uniformed services, or if either parent (or guardian) is working on federally owned property located in 

Virginia.  Individuals working on federally owned property located in Virginia may be employed by private 

businesses and/or contractors as well as the federal government.  Since these funds are used to support public 

education, receiving them will help reduce the amount of local taxes needed to provide an education for your 

children.  It is our purpose to see that Loudoun County receives its share of the money that federal laws make 

available.

You can help us by:

• Completing one form for each school child in the family.

• Returning the form to the student’s classroom teacher on Friday, November 6, 2015.

Your help in completing and returning this form will benefit all Loudoun County residents.  

Federal Impact Aid Funds

Parent Liaison Corner

With the holidays approaching, there are local resources that are available for those who would like 

assistance. While the Holiday Coalition applications are now closed, they are suggesting you contact Toys for 

Tots at ToysforTots.org if you would like to possibly participate.  We will also offer our Adopt-A-Family Program 

this year. Please contact Alyson.Linville@lcps.org to either become a recipient or donate!

Also, Loudoun Interfaith Relief will be offering Thanksgiving meals on November 21st and November 

23rd. Please see the Sycolin Creek Resources/Parents page under Community Events for more information.

For any other questions about further resources, please contact Alyson.Linville@lcps.org.
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